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which i3 being augmenled by a spate ol
ofivate commercial deveélopments
“This is a lirst for Chinatown.” says Bill
Pang. proudly Survaying his manths-old
meal markel, The market is one of the
cily's largest and most modern and d |8
doing, gays Pang. a busting business.
as are olher businesses like the
restaurants and the Star Theatre. which
features Chinese movies.

The Revival of Chinatown

A decade ago, Chinalown
seamed dong lor The
communily, established al
Cenire Street and 3rd Avanue
SE about 1911, survived the
1823 Chinese Exclusion Act
and the 18303 deprassion thal
ended Ihe inllux of Chinese
immigrants. Bul the 1968
Calgary Downtown Masler Plan
sounded its death knell — a
reeway proposed Ihrough 2nd
and 3rd Avenues woula have
obinerated all of Chinatown. By
the 1970s. Chinatown was
eralty falling down, a
combinalion of a development
treeze and a community wailing
1o see what would happen with
the freeway. Finally, a cily 1ask
forca recommended an end 10
civic indecision; the 1974

Chinatown Design Briel urged e
the resloration of homes andthe RS
bullding of new low-cost -
housing 10 turn the 48 acres, -t

which house 800, inlo a
comiortable residenlial area. To
accomplish the rascue. Cily council
proposad a Neighborhood Improvemen!
Program but senior levels of government
gecreed the area oo run down to be
rehabilitated. Instead, the oty opled lor
site clearing and rebuilding

For many Calgarans, the long
ballle 1o save Chinatown seemed lost
But when the Chinese ushered in New
Yearsin 1979, 700 turned oul for the
festival and hundreds more were lurmed
away. a record atlendance thal had
Chinese leaders heralding a new era

"Co-operation on this scale has never
happened (o the Chingse community.”
said Viclor Mah, mindful of the lhree
dozen powerlul groups aclive in
Chinatown, 71 Think 1his is 1he beginmng
of somelhing really good.” Ingeed. Iwo
mighrise building compiexes had
recently opened, lour others were under
way, new restaurants. stores. a bakery,

pook, gift and impont shops had been
opened.

"It was a new beginning. ” says
Mah today, looking forward 1o
consiruction beginning later this year on
a still unnamed ARC senior cilizens’
project sponsared by the United Calgary
Chinese Associalion (UCCA) and the
Chinatown Lions’ Club. “|1's ditficult
because wera righl next door 10 the
downlown core” he says of effots to
presenve the community. "Bt
Chinatown is. first of all. for people. If [ois

of people live there, W's going lo be a
vibrani communtly,

Mah. president of the soiely
created by the Lions and (he UCCA 10
sponsor the new project, sees signs ol
that vibrancy. Enroliment at the Chinese
school soared this year 10 500 from 300;
Chinalown's population, which geclined
21 percen belween 1971 and 1973,

has leaped (o an estimated
<000

JUS! grive cown and oo
al all the new bullgings,
suggesis Koehler, noting AHG
and AHMC are involved inthe
majordy of new struclures. “The
two corporalions have really
helped to develop Chinalown as
a viable residential community.”
Mah agrees. "We are a minonty
and have been ovardooked by
governmen} agencies inthe
past, But the Chinese
community 18 vary gratéi now
lor the projecls provided by the
rovingi guy:_arnrnen!

AHC, in co-operation with
longs (family asseciations)
churches ang service clubs, has
financed Ihree Senior Clizens
Sall-comained residences The
Oi Kwan |, an 11-slorey, 56-undt
complex. was sponsored by the
0i Kwan Foundalinon and ¢ost
aboul $2 25 million when it was
completed n 1976 The Qi

= kKwan Foundahon went on o

SR sponsor Qi Kwan |l a15-siorey,

126-unit, $8.3 millon project
sgcheduled or completion in tha
symmerof 1884 The UCCA and the
Lions sponsored the third senior cllzens
project, @ 104-unit, 16-storay, $610 57
millign highrise now beaing designed,
AHME CHIP lpans have financed the
Mah Family Estates, a live-slorey. 43-
unit apartmen! bulding costing T18
milllon and approved in 1978 tha YUK
Sum Ng family’s Ng Tower Centre:a 13-
storey. 132-suite. 54 25 million project
approved in 1978 and the Dat Coan
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araup, says the Freemasons fall imo “tha
migdie ol the argument.” IU's good lor the
Chingse communily 1o have "more
ghops. betler ighting, anad a genaral
clean-up. he says. bul lancowners mussl
not get loo areedy "or an Oil company
will by it &ll up and thare will be no more
Chinatown

And while Ihe wrangling goes on
the club goes about its own
retfevelopmg. The Freemasons have
moved mio ther second floor meeling
rooms in he recently opaned AHMC-
financed project and the aparments —
48 bachelor, eight one-bedroom ang
gight wo-bedroom — are 25 parcent
occupied (March)., Kwan next expecis 1o

go ahead with an application for a
bullding permit lor a three-slorey, relail-
residential complex planned tor 2nd
Avenue S.E "We're going 10 slick in
Chinatown.” he says

In the migdst of The arguments
gome of the Chinese communily are
threatening nold 10 stay, out having

survived this long. agains! all odds. mos!
of the communily echoes Jack Fem's
prediction of a great Chinatown one day
In the: Ng Tower Centre, some 53 ol the
luture generahons are supposed 10 be
raving a nap Inthe Children's Palace
daycare centre. A dark-haired litlle
Chinese girl peeks oul from belween her
lingers at a low-haired liltle Qccidental
bay pretending 10 be asleep on 1he nexl
pallet Thelwo dissolve in Giagles.
ingtariyv slemmed when a supenasorn
looks in. The chitdren's co-operalion 15
being repealed by Civic and provincial
government officials working together
wilh the Chingse community 10 bulli a
naw, revitalized and vibrant communily
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